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HOPE FOR THE HOPELESS

Dear Prayer Partners,

If God loves us, why do we suffer?

Job endured the rush of messenger after messenger
bringing news of great personal tragedies. His faith
was tested, his hope attacked. Throughout history,
we find that humanity has continued to face and
wrestle with the problem of pain.

Already in 2010, unspeakable tragedies have occurred all
around the world. Some we know much about, like the

catastrophic magnitude 7.0 earthquake that struck Haiti

on January 12, an event covered by so many news agen-
cies that we were suddenly presented with breaking
news reports, hundreds of human interest stories and
valid opportunities to help those in crisis. And then
there are the tragedies that are less familiar, perhaps
even unknown to us; for example, recent violence in
the central Nigerian city of Jos where rival ethnic and
religious groups clashed. Christians were harmed and
churches were burned.

Beyond these lesser known tragedies are even more
personal stories and testimonies that, due to the sheer
number of them and their remote or sensitive nature,
may never make their way into mainstream news. Our

hope for this issue of the Intercessor is that you will hear

some of their voices and learn more about how Bible
translation is a key starting point for trauma healing
and social justice issues throughout the world’s minor-
ity language communities.

That we will have trouble in this life is no secret, nor is
it an isolated experience. In John 16, Jesus said, “Here
on earth you will have many trials and sorrows.” Yet,
in that same chapter, Jesus also said, “But take heart,
because I have overcome the world.”
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We live in a universe that needs Jesus every day,

in every way. This need is fulfilled by access to His
words of eternal life, made available to all peoples in
their heart languages.



