
 

 

Senegal Literacy Project 

Children Helping Children Learn to Read  
 
 

Where would you be without the ability to read? How would 
you know when to give that new medicine to your child and how 
much medicine to give? How would you read the contract for your 
new job to know if you want to sign on the dotted line? How would 
you read the Bible and learn Godôs plan for your life without having 
to rely on someone else? You wouldnôt! 

 
In Senegal, children can go to school, but their lessons are 

taught in French. Since many children in Senegal donôt speak 
French when they start school, they donôt understand their lessons. 
Many find learning difficult. When students fail, far too many give 
up and stop going to school. Who can blame them? 

 
You and the children in your ministry or family have the  

opportunity to make a difference for children in Senegal. For  
just $65, you can provide an entire year of reading lessons for  
one Senegalese child. That is about $5.45 per month!  

 
For less than $6 a month your children can make it possible for 

a child in Senegal to learn to read. Your children can help another  
child to succeed in school. They can help a child gain the skills 
needed to read the Bible in his or her own language and learn 
about Godôs great love! Children here can make a difference for 
eternity in the life of a child in Senegal. Maybe your children will 
even want to help two or three children! 

 
On this page <http://www.wycliffe.org/Kids/Curriculum.aspx> 

you will find three engaging, interactive lessons and complemen-
tary materials to help you teach about Senegal. Just look for  
lessons and materials connected to the Senegal Literacy Project. 
Children will get a taste of life in this West African country.  
The lessons encourage students to pray and give so that  
children in Senegal can learn to read. Then they can read  
the Bible for themselves. And maybe, just maybe, the children  
you teach will consider serving the Lord overseas someday! 

 
 

Thank you for prayerfully considering involvement with the 
Senegal Literacy Project.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Where do I send the funds 
I raise? 

 
You may send funds  col-

lected for the Senegal  
Literacy Project to:  
 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 
P. O. Box 628200 
Orlando, FL 32862-8200. 
 

Make checks payable to 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 
Please include a note  
designating the funds for  
the Senegal Literacy Project, 

number 996363. ADV -

CHLDRN 4 SENEGAL, or 
you may just clip the bottom 
of the informational flyer and 
send it, along with your check, 
to the address listed above. 
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Senegal Lesson 1 

Where in the World is Senegal? 

Description:  
An interactive geography and history lesson about the country 

of Senegal 
 

Aim:  
Develop a foundational understanding about Senegal as an   
introduction to a prayer and giving project 
Encourage students to support a Senegalese literacy project 
through prayer and giving 
 

Audience:  
Elementary 

 

Country/Area:  
Senegal, West Africa 

 
Minimum Time Requirements:  

15-20 minutes 

 
Scripture to Study:  

2 Corinthians 9:11 

Materials:  
Bible 
Inflatable globe 
Lesson 1 PowerPoint, 
overhead transparen-
cies or color copies of 
photos #1, #2, #3, and 
#4 plus the equipment to 
display them 
Literacy Project  
Explanation page 
Donation flyer  
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Pre-class Preparations:  
Have inflatable globe ready for use. 
Familiarize yourself with the location of Senegal and facts     
regarding its location, history, etc. 
Prepare a PowerPoint, overhead transparencies or color copies 
for display. (Photos #1- #4) 

 
 

Classtime:  
 
Hold the globe up for the students to see. Ask for a volunteer 
to come find your current location on the globe (i.e. Orlando, 
Portland, etc.). After that, ask,  

Now, who can point out Africa? 
 

Ask a volunteer to locate the continent of Africa on the globe, 
and say,  
Good. Now, letôs learn about a country in West Africa       
called Senegal. 
 

Point to Senegal on the globe so that the students can see its 
location. You may want to help them see its position in 
comparison to where you are. Say,  

Here is how can you remember the location of Senegal? If you 
stand with your left hand on your hip and your right hand 
pointed out (similar to the stance for ñIôm a Little Tea Potò), you 
now represent the continent of Africa. Your left elbow marks 
the location of Senegal. 
 

Have the students do the same and wiggle their left  elbow to 
indicate Senegal.  
 
Toss the globe to one student at a time. Coach them in how to 
put one finger on home and one finger on Senegal, then gently 
toss it back to you.  Ideally, each student will do this. 
Occasionally, time or attention spans will not permit everyone 
to participate.  Use your best judgment. Each time a student 
returns the globe to you, give one of the following facts about 
Senegal:  
France controlled Senegal from the 1800ôs until Senegal gained 
its independence in 1960. 
Senegalôs first president was a poet who fought with the French 
during WWII. Germany held him as a prisoner of war. 
Senegalôs official language is French. 
Senegal has only two seasonsï wet and dry. 
In 2005 Senegal suffered from a drought and a locust plague. 
Locusts are insects similar to grasshoppers, and they destroy 
food plants. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Materials:  
Inflatable globe 
 
Photos #1 and #2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo #1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Photo #2 
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Show photos #1 and #2 of a barren tree and locusts.  
92% of the people (more than nine out of every ten people) in 
Senegal follow a major world religion other than Christianity. 
2% (2 out of every 100 people) are Christian. 
6% (6 out of every 100 people) are animists. This means that 
they believe that spirits live in everything, including rocks  
and trees. 
There are 36 languages spoken in Senegal. 
Almost half the people of Senegal (40%) belong to the Wolof  
(pronounced WOU-luhf*) language group. 

 
Questions to ask:  

On which continent is Senegal located?  (Africa) 
Which part of Africaï north, south, west or east?  (west) 
Is it north or south of the equator?  (northðbarely) 
In which hemisphere is it located? Hemisphere is determined by 
the relationship to the equator.  (Northern Hemisphere) 
If Senegal had seasons like we know them, instead of wet and 
dry seasons, would their seasons be at the same time as ours or 
opposite?  (If you live in the Northern Hemisphere, they would be 
the same. They would be the opposite if you live in the Southern 
Hemisphere.) 
 

Bible Application  
 
Ask , 

Do you remember how many languages are spoken in Sene-
gal? (36)  Can you guess how many of those languages 
do not have the Bible?  
 

Allow several children to guess before giving the correct an-
swer.  
There are six languages in Senegal that donôt have even one 
verse of the Bible. Another five language groups will have the 
New Testament in their languages soon. They are the  
Mankanya (pronounced man-CAN-yuh*), Oniyan (pronounced 
pronounced Oh-nee-yon*), Jola-Fonyi (pronounced JOH-luh 
FAHN-yee*), Saafi-Saafi (pronounced SAH-fee SAH-fee*), and  
Bandial (BAN-jal*) peoples. We have a chance to help these 
people get ready to read the Bible in their own languages. 
 
Imagine what it would be like to have a Bible in your own lan-
guage for the first time but not be able to read it! 

 
Display photo #3 and #4.  

We call being able to read literacy. Literacy completes the 
promise of Bible translation. Letôs help people who speak 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Materials:  
Bible 
Photos #3 and #4 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Photo #3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo #4 

 
 

Note: The * found after 
Senegalese words 
refers to the  
Pronunciation Guide 
found on page 5 
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the Mankanya, Oniyan, Jola-Fonyi, Saafi-Saafi, and Bandial lan-
guages learn to read so they can read the Bible in their own lan-
guages. It only costs $65  per year to help a Senegalese child at-
tend reading classesðless than $6 each month. Children who 
learn to read well will be able to read the Bible in their language, 
once translators complete it. Do you think we could raise about 
$12 each month to help 2 children learn to read their own lan-
guage? 

 
(Note: This is a sample goal. Select a goal that is reasonable, with 
faith, for your situation. Included is a flyer concerning the Sene-
gal Giving Project that can be sent home to inform parents.)  

 
How can we raise money to help children in Senegal learn  
to read? 
 

Allow volunteers to suggest ideas, with you as a moderator. Chil-
dren may suggest some of these ideas: read -a-thon, book sale, 
garage or bake sales, lemonade stands, make and sell  
scarves, etc.  
 
Check out the supplemental lesson, ñCents to Send ( with bank 
cubeò), for a fun way to collect change, too.  Create a cube ahead 
of time to show to students, if you like. This lessons allows chil-
dren to collect coins over a period of time, plus the bank has the 
exact project code on it so their funds will go to the right project!  

 
Read 2 Corinthians 9:11  

God gives us the things that we need, and even more. He wants 
us to share with those who donôt have the things that they need, so 
that they can give thanks to Him. 
 
By praying and giving we can help these five people groups learn 
about Godôs love as they read the Bible in their own language. I 
think we can make a pretty important difference. How about you? 
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*PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 
(Stressed syllables in CAPS) 

 
ee: long e as in seat (seet) 
eh: short e as in set (seht) 
 
ay: long a as in cape (kayp) 
a: short a as in can (kan) 
 
oh : long o as in Oh! or toenail (oh, TOH-nayl) 
ah: short o as in tot or ah-ha! (taht, ah-HAH) 
aah: hold the ñaahò sound just a bit longer, as when the doctor 
tells you to open your mouth and say ñaahò when he looks at     
your tonsils. 
 
oo : long u as in school (skool) 
ou: as in would (woud) 
uh: short u as in skull (skuhl) 
 
eye: long i (V) when vowel is entire syllable as in                        
island (EYE-lund) 
ye: long i (CV) when consonant begins syllable as in             
dialect (DYE-uh-lehkt)    
i_e: long i (CVC) when consonant begins and ends syllable as 
in like (like) 
ih :   short i as in lit (liht) 
 
er: -rr as in burnt, skirt, or learn (bernt, skert, lern) 
aow : As in when you stub your toeðOuch! (aowch!) 
z: plural s sound as in bees (beez) 
k: hard c/k as in car or Karl (kahr, Kahrl) 
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