Japanese

Koinobori
Koinobori means “carp streamer” in Japanese. These wind socks
in the shape of a carp (that’s a kind of fish) are traditionally flown
in Japan to celebrate a national holiday. They’re usually made by
drawing carp patterns on paper or fabric. Then they flutter in the
wind! Although Koinobori are usually big, we’re going to make small
ones today!
Supplies

ÞÞ 1 toilet paper roll (per kid)
ÞÞ Double-sided tape or glue stick (do
not use liquid glue)
ÞÞ Colored tissue paper
Pre-cut the half circles ahead of
craft time. These will be used for fish
scales. Each Koinobori should have
two to three colors of these half
circles, so cut a lot.
ÞÞ Scissors
ÞÞ Twine/string/yarn

ÞÞ White paper
Pre-cut small circles. These will be
used for the fish eyes, so cut size
accordingly.
ÞÞ Black marker

Instructions:

1. Take a toilet paper roll.
2. Cut out circles (approximately 1.5
inches in diameter) from two to three
different colors of tissue paper (this
will be the fish scales).
3. Then cut the circles in half, so they
start looking like fish scales.
4. Place a piece of double-sided tape all
the way around one edge of the toilet
paper roll.
5. Place the straight edge of a semicircle on the double-sided tape so
that the curved end of the tissue
paper hangs off the roll. This will be
part of the fish’s tail.
6. Place another semicircle next to the
first one, overlapping them slightly so
that no roll shows underneath.
7. Keep doing this — row after row —
until the whole roll is covered.
8. On the last row, make sure that the
flat edge touches the edge of the roll.
This will be the head!
9. Cut out two circles on white paper,
then use a black marker to draw a
large circle in for the eye. Color it in
and tape it near the top of the fish
head on either side.

10. In the fish “mouth,” tape the ends of a
piece of twine/yarn/string (cut 16-20
inches long) so that you can hold on
to it.
11. Carefully put a strip of double-sided
tape around the inside of the fish’s tale.
12. Then tape longer strips of tissue paper
inside the tail. These will be pretty
streamers when the wind blows!
13. Now you can run around with the
koinobori trailing behind you in the
wind. So fun!

Fun Facts
ÞÞ Almost four-fifths of Japan is covered with mountains. That’s a lot of mountains!
ÞÞ Japanese food has lots of rice, fish and vegetables. Since it’s such a healthy way to
eat, Japanese people often live longer than other people in the world.
ÞÞ Japan is the only country in the world with a reigning emperor. Pretty cool!
You can learn other fun facts about Japan in our book, “Around the
World with Kate & Mack: A look at languages from A-Z.” Buy a copy
today at shop.wycliffe.org.

Pray for Japan
A total of 18 different languages are spoken in Japan, and 13 of them
don’t have any part of the Bible. You can join me and Mack as we
pray that God would help everyone in Japan learn about him in their
own language. Then they can understand how much he loves them!
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